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            25th Sunday Ordinary Time                                          
                   September 18, 2022

     Luke 16:10-13 (Short Version)
  

 Jesus said to his disciples: “The person who is 
trustworthy in very small ma8ers is also trustworthy in great 
ones; and the person who is dishonest in very small ma8ers 
is also dishonest in great ones.  If, therefore, you are not 
trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with 
true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to 
another, who will give you what is yours?  No servant can 
serve two masters.  He will either hate one and love the 
other, or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You 
cannot serve both God and mammon.”  The Gospel of the Lord 

                                     Reflec&on
 Would you rather be; the miserable, but affluent Ebenezer 
Scrooge, (before his conversion), or his poor loved clerk; Bob 
Cratchit?  Most of us would take the love of a warm devoted family 
to the loneliness of a cold empty mansion any day.  Jesus is asking us 
the same quesHon in the Gospel.  Where are your prioriHes?  Is it in 
worldly and monetary success or is it in the love and trust of God?  
Francis lived in both worlds, and definitely preferred the love and 
trust of the Lord.  He found his heart needed to be filled with Christ 
in order to work properly.  So he surrendered it and Jesus filled it 
with the love of the Holy Spirit.  From then on Francis realized that it 
was in the heart that God reveals Himself to us.  As Franciscans, we 
are now learning these God lessons, so we can concentrate on one 
master only.  It is a lot less complicated that way.                         
Deacon Kim Jensen, OFS 
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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman              
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer: Tom Geissler   
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese                                               
Sacred Heart Provincial Spiritual 
Assistant:                                            
Br. Ed Arambasich, OFM 

Next Gathering ~ Thursday 
9/15/22~7:00-9:00pm.              
Feast of ourLady of Sorrows 

Council meets 3rd  Thursday at 
6:15pm~~Mtg  Rms. 1 & 2                                    
Church of  St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours                   
24th Week Ordinary Time

Begin: Pg.  1262                          
Hymn: # 77~”Sing of Mary Pure 
and Lowly”                                                         
Canticle Mary:  696            
Closing Prayer 1263                                                                                                             
Next Gathering                     
Thursday September 15, 2022           
Chris F~Scripture                
Barb Z~Psalms 

 Spirit Deadline.                          
Day 25 of each month.             
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor

THE  SPIRIT 
 Holy Spirit….Consume in me whatever prevents me from being consumed by You…
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“In Spiritu:”  consecrated by the Holy Spirit  
“A bright cloud overshadowed them” (Mt. 17:5).  A significant spiritual 
interpretaHon of the “TransfiguraHon sees the cloud as an image of 
the Holy Spirit.  Like the whole ChrisHan life, the call to the 
consecrated life is closely linked to the working of the Holy Spirit.  In 
every age, the Spirit enables new men and women to recognize the 
appeal of such a demanding choice.  Through his power, they relive, in 
a way, the experience of the Prophet Jeremiah: “You have seduced 
me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced” (Jer 20:7)>. It is the Spirit 
who awakens the desire to respond fully; it is he who guides the 
growth of this desire, helping to mature into a posiHve response and 
sustaining it as it is faithfully translated into acHon; it is he who shapes 
and moulds the hearts of those who are called, configuring them to 
Christ, the chaste, poor and obedient One, and prompHng them to 
make his mission their own.  By allowing themselves to be guided by 
the Spirit on an endless journey of purificaHon, they become, day aaer 
day, conformed to Christ, the prolongaHon in history of a special 
presence of the Risen Lord.  With penetraHng insight, the Fathers of 
the Church have called this spiritual path philokalia, or love of the 
divine  beauty, which is the reflecHon of the divine goodness.  Those 
who by the power of the Holy Spirit are led progressively into full 
configuraHon to Christ reflect in themselves a ray of the 
unapproachable light.  During their earthly pilgrimage, they press on 
towards the inexhausHble Source of light.  The consecrated life thus 
becomes a parHcularly profound expression of the Church as the Bride 
who, prompted by the Spirit to iniHate her Spouse, stands before him 
“in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might 
be holy and without blemish” (Eph 5:27).  The same Spirit, far from 
removing from the life of humanity those whom the Father has called, 
puts them at the service of their brothers and sisters in accordance 
with their parHcular state of life, and inspires them to undertake 
special tasks in response to the needs of the Church and the world, by 
means of the charisms proper to the various insHtutes.  Hence many 
different forms of the consecrated life have arisen, whereby the 
Church is “adorned by the various gias of Her Children…like a bride 
made beauHful for her spouse (cf. Rev 21:2)” and is enriched by the 
means necessary for carrying out Her mission in the world.                                                                                                            
Source: I don’t know the Source…this was found in a file folder in my 
bookcase as I was looking for an appropriate arAcle for the NL space I had to 
fill and also meaningful to our Franciscan calling; so I am giving Holy Spirit the 
wriAng credit!!  I do know He greatly inspired the writer.  God love you, Eva

TREAT 
SCHEDULE 

Council will start the coffee. 

When we move back to 
Saturday mornings, feel free 

to bring muffins or sweet 
breads, Yum. 

September:  Sis and Kim,   
       Margaret bars,                      
       Chris M. juice 
   
October:  Barb and Ron,   
  Christopher juice                                                                               

November:  Robert juice and           
      cookies,  Barb M.  
      bringing bars 
  
December:  No meeting 

January:  Party? 

February:  ? 

March:  Tom cookies,     

             Cheryl juice 
April:  Janet and Kevin  
   
May:  Eva and Wally 
                                                                         
Social starts at 7:00 pm until 
7:30 pm. 

 Please mark your calendars                       
with your month to bring 

treats.   

Jesus, Mary, Joseph 
Pray for us… Save Souls
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1.    Our Joy — The birth of our Blessed Mother marks the end of a sad night... a night that has lasted 
centuries and in which humanity has lain in a tomb...  Isaiah said that this night is like the shadows of 
death… that was how sad this night of sin was. There is nothing with which to compare it except the 
black and terrible clouds of death.  Look at humanity parade about amidst the darkness without 
seeing even a faint ray of light...What a sad night!  What would night be like if it lasted for days, 
years, centuries?!  In the midst of this night the just souls shone like stars, resplendent with holiness... 
but all of their light combined, all of their clarity joined together, was nothing... it was insufficient to 
dissipate the fog.  Do you not see what happens to the stars on a pitch black night?  It is impossible to 
do anything with the light that they provide... we cannot take a step with certainty.  We cannot see in 
the darkness and we are full of fear that we might fall.                                                                 
 But, while in the midst of such darkness, we see the breaking dawn extending over the 
horizon and its growing light and clarity. We feel an immense joy at its appearance.  That is how 
Mary's naAvity appeared in the midst of those shadows of death... like the dawn of God... like the 
sweet dawn which is followed by the divine sunlight, illuminaAng the enAre land.  At the coming of 
the light of dawn, the beasts and the nocturnal vermin flee and hide in their lairs.  The innocent birds, 
on the other hand, sing and trill. The pure flowers blossom and exhale their sweet aromas, and 
everything is bathed in beauAful colors.  When Mary was born the demons fled... the angels stood, 
the virtues flourished, and the enAre world, rejoicing, was bathed in light.  How beauAful!  How 
poeAc!  How magnificent was such a dawn!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
2.   Your Joy— And you… are you not going to parAcipate in this joy?  Does what happened in the 
world not repeat itself in the heart of each one of us? Do you not experience it in your own heart?  Do 
you not recognize these nights of sin... these shadows of death that flood your heart?  Do you not see 
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  Meditation 9                             

The Nativity of Mary II

If the naAvity of Mary caused such joy in 
God and the angels, it shouldn’t cause 
any less joy in us, because, aYer all, it is 
to us to whom She comes close, for She is 
of our same nature and we are the ones 
who are to parAcipate in the benefits of 
Her birth.
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this light, the only light that can illuminate you, that can guide you, and that is Christ who comes to 
you through Mary?  Do you not see Her as the dawn of your own life?  Imagine a dry, sandy area, 
without flowers, without plants, without life... but if we place an oasis there, soon a palm tree will 
spring up with its branches and its fruit.  Look at a sterile and embi[ered vineyard that doesn't yield 
anything except sour grapes... yet if you graY a healthy, sweet branch to it, then it will produce rich 
and sweet fruit.  This image is your soul... a desert, a dry shoot... if it can produce something it is 
thanks to the graYed branch, that is, Christ, through Mary.  If the land is not sterile, it is because of 
Mary, who sows in your heart this sweet oasis of Jesus.   Remember the cloud of Elijah, an image of 
Mary, which ferAlized the dry land and made it produce fruit... That is how Mary ferAlized the land, 
and through Her, She has blossomed virgins like lilies... lilies of chasAty... roses of pure love... that is 
how they blossom in your heart.  Do not forget that it is only through Her and for Her.  Without Her, 
the land is dry… it is a sterile desert, a putrid branch...  How could you not rejoice at such a glorious 
birth, one that is so beneficial for your soul?                                                                                                    
3.   Mary Always Precedes Jesus— Finally, this birth reminds us of the sweet truth that Mary 
always precedes Jesus.  God desired that the son should not be born first in CreaAon, but be preceded 
by the beauAful clarity of the dawn.  He has done the same with the order of Grace.  He did not want 
the Word made flesh to appear without the previous coming of a resplendent dawn, the Queen of the 
angels, conceived without sin.  He did not want the son of JusAce, Jesus Christ, to come and shine 
without the Mother of Grace first being spiritually born in our souls.  He didn't want to establish His 
kingdom in this world without Mary being enthroned first.  Examine yourself in the light of all of 
this... Look to see if you truly and pracAcally do all things with Mary and through Mary, in order to 
please Jesus...If you know how to imitate Mary and empty yourself of yourself, fill yourself with Her, 
so that you may thereby clothe yourself and be filled with the same divine life in which Jesus wants to 

give your soul.  Source: homeoYhemother.org. __________________________________________________________      
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Happy Birthday Fraternity Members  

September                                                               
George Finka, OFS…September 17th.     

October                                                               
Cheryl Griese, OFS…October 24th.             

Deacon Kim Jensen, OFS…October 29th       
May Our Awesome God bless you !              

Pope Francis IntenOons  September 2022                                              
  AboliHon of the Death Penalty 

  We pray that the death penalty,                  

which ahacks the dignity of the                  

human person, may be legally                

abolished in every country. 

…SEPTEMBER 15… MONTH  OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS… Mary is our Spiritual Mother, and the 
mother always understands her children and consoles them in their troubles.  Then,  she has that 
specific mission to love us, received from Jesus on the Cross, to love us only and always, so as to save 
us!  Mary consoles us above all by poinOng out the Crucified One and Paradise to us! JPII (1980)~ 

http://homeofthemother.org
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San Damiano Fraternity Meeting Minutes August 18, 2022

6:21 PM meeting started with a prayer from the Ritual of the Secular Franciscans.

This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s meeting rooms 1 & 2

Council Members Present:  Minister:  Ron Zachman, Vice Minister: Kevin O’Connell, 

Treasurer:  Tom Giessler, Formation Minister: Deacon Kim Jensen,  Secretary:  Janet 

O’Connell, Councilor: Cheryl Griese.  Other members in attendance: Christopher Mathias, 

OSF.  

Janet read the Council Minutes from 7/21/22.  Cheryl made a motion to accept the minutes, 

Kevin seconded and the motion carried.  Tom presented the treasurer’s report. There was no 

collection made in July, but the fair share was still taken out of the balance. Cheryl made a 

motion to approve the report and Janet seconded.  The motion carried.

Old Business:
1. Robbinsdale Women’s Center-Kevin reported the fundraiser is going well.  Ron said we 

will not be doing a collection as a fraternity. 

New Business 
1.  Visitation is September 15, 2022.  Council meeting will begin at 6:00.  Tom G. will   
 have  the checkbook there so the stipend will be ready.  Ron will ask what is the   

 usual amount for the stipend. 
2.   Moving the general fraternity meeting to Saturdays in the winter starting in October-  

 will bring to the general meeting. 
3.    St. Andrew’s Fall Festival: September 18th–Bingo Tent 
      Will have bigger tent and bingo banner 
      Times:  12:00-4:45  
    Will need 6 volunteers                                                                                                         

 2-2 hour shifts 
 Will have people sign up at the general meeting. 
4.   Franciscan Fall Retreat, September 24, 2022 at St. Bonaventure in Bloomington.    
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 Information was emailed to all members. 
5.   Mary’s Meals Fundraiser is September 22.  Will bring information to the general   

 meeting. 
6.   New Formation:  Deacon Kim said we will be using St. Francis of Assisi by G. K.   

 Chesterton  
7.   Certificate of Insurance:  Ron had a copy.  It will be kept in the secretary’s blue   

 binder  
8.   Adding the social piece back into the meetings.  We are looking at returning to the   

 regular schedule of the meetings from before Covid:  Social, Prayer, Meeting,   

 Formation.  Will bring this to the general meeting for approval. 
9.   Transitus – Monday, October 3rd.  Barb will have sign up in September for parts   

 and  cookies and Ron will look into using the church for the service. 
10.  Essential Documents–Chris and Ron have copies.  We will store a copy in our   

 library. 

Tom G. made a motion to close the meeting. Cheryl seconded the motion.  The meeting ended 

with prayer.

Additions:   
1.  Several people will be going to Mary’s Meals in September.   
2.   We will have the social added to the meeting starting in September 7:00-7:30 
3.   Voted unanimously 
4.   Barb sent around a sign up sheet- she will email this out so dates as a reminder. 
5.   Janet volunteered to make coffee at the beginning of the council meeting so it is   

 ready by 7:00 
6. Starting October we will have the general fraternity meeting on the Saturday    

 following the third Thursday of the month.   
 Time:  9:30-11:30  
7. Bingo sign up–sent around.  Barb will email out.  We need at least one more for   

 each shift. 

**September’s  formation assignment is to read and reflect on pp. 153-159 & questions 
on page 160  in Franciscan Prayer. 
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                         FRANCISCAN LIVING                                                  
                         GOD GIVEN GIFTS

“Brother Masseo, wanting to test how humble he {Francis} was, went up to 
him and, as if joking, said, “Why after you, why after you, why after you?”  
Masseo goes on to say in clarification: ‘I’m saying why does the whole world 

come after you, and everyone seems to desire to see you and hear you?  You aren’t a handsome 
man in body, you aren’t someone of great learning, you’re not noble; so why does the whole 
world come after you?”1                                                                                                                  

In Francis’ response to Masseo Francis states that God chose him because of his vileness 
and insufficiency!  Francis continues saying,”…so that it may be known that every virtue and 
every good is from Him, Our Creator, and not from the creature; and no person may boast in his 
sight.  But whoever boasts must boast in the Lord to whom is every honor and glory forever.” 

God gave Francis great gifts.  He gave Francis, an ordinary person born in the 
middle ages, great gifts of preaching, humility, and courage, not only because Francis became a 
conduit for God’s love for us: The Lord and Creator shone through his creation of Francis.  
Truly, Francis became an “instrument” for God to work through so He could reach out and 
touch others through the human face of Francis.                                                                                    

We should also promote and use the gifts God has given and not “hide them under 
a bushel basket,” because it is by these gifts that people can come to know Christ through us.  
Like Francis, we can become a conduit to God, since these gifts are really God’s gifts, not our 
own.  We can become the “face” of God to others and evangelize by our actions.             

Acknowledging the true Source of any of the gifts we “appear” to own, we should 
return all praise and thanksgiving to the One who is GIFT Himself and the Source of any gift He 
has given us to use.  Instead of accepting accolades for ourselves, we refer to the true giver of 
Gifts in rejoicing and praise!  Franciscan Joy!!  People were attracted to Francis because they 
were attracted to God’s gifts that they saw in Francis.  Francis was well aware that he was not 
the owner of the gifts, but He {God} has chosen me to confound the nobility and the greatness 
and the strength and beauty and wisdom of the world…”3 Do likewise with joy!                                   

                                                                                                                                              
Source:  Excerpts from TAU~USA, Francine Gikow, OFS~1 & 3, LF1:10 in FA:ED II,0.583
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